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How to Participate:
Fire Station

Consultation
Guide

Have your say & save
our fire stations

READ MORE )




@SAVEOURFIRESTATIONS

Eight fire stations across
Dorset and Wiltshire are

being considered for closure.

This public consultation is your
chance to formally respond before
decisions are made.

Consultation closes: 15 May 2026
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What Makes a Strong
Consultation Response?

e Specific (mention your town, risk, roads,
demographics)

e Focused on safety and service impact

e Constructive, not emotional

e Clear about concerns

e Suggests practical alternatives

Decision-makers read structured, reasoned
responses carefully.
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About You

This section asks:
e Are you a local resident, business owner,
staff member, etc.?
e First part of your postcode
e Which station youre commenting on
e Why that station matters to you

Tip: Be specific. For example:
e “This is the nearest station to my village.
e “We rely on this station due to rural
response times.”
e “It supports a growing housing
development.
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Information &
Understanding

This section asks:

e How well did you understand the proposals
before this survey?

e What information did you use?

e Does the information clearly explain the
reasons?

e Does it explain the impact on response times
and risk?

e What further information would help?

Consider:
e Were response time impacts clearly mapped?
e Was risk modelling transparent?
e Were alternative options explained?
e Was financial detail clear?

Tip: If you felt information was limited — say so,
and explain what was missing.
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Your Views on the
Proposals

This section asks:
e Do you support or oppose the closure
atfecting your chosen station?
e What factors mattered most (response
times, risk, cost, impact on community,
staffing, etc.)

Consider:

e Impact on emergency response times

e Rural travel distances

o On-call firefighter availability

e Climate change and increased risk of
wildfires & flood related emergencies

e Growth in housing or population

» Knock-on effects for neighbouring stations

Tip: Be practical and evidence-based where
possible.
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Alternatives & Council Tax

This section asks:

e Would you be willing to pay an additional
weekly amount in Council Tax (5p-20p
options)?

e Do you have concerns about increasing
council tax?

e Do you have alternative suggestions?

Consider:
e Shared facilities instead of closure
e Investment in recruitment
e Reviewing non-frontline savings
e Phased review instead of permanent closure

Tip: If you believe alternatives haven't been fully
explored — state that clearly and respecttully.
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Community & Equality
Impact

This section asks:
e Do the proposals consider vulnerable or
higher-risk groups?
e Would specific communities be
disproportionately affected?
e Are there local factors to consider?

Consider:
e Rural isolation
o Elderly populations
e Limited transport links
e Flood risk areas
e Major roads
e Seasonal tourism
e New housing developments

Tip: Detail matters here — local knowledge is
powerful.
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Confidence &
Safeguards

This section asks:
 How confident are you that impacts will be
monitored?
e What would increase your confidence?
e Anything else they should consider before
final decision?

Consider:
e Independent review after 12 months
o Published response time monitoring
o Community oversight
e Clear reversal criteria if standards drop
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This decision affects
emergency response

across Dorset &
Wiltshire.

If your community could be impacted:
e Take 10-15 minutes
e Complete the consultation
e Share this guide

Public consultations only retlect the
voices that respond.

FOLLOW FOR MORE ON THE PROPOSED FIRE STATION CLOSURES.



